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COMMUNITY INSIDER

Know a GOOD KID you'd like to
see featured in the Daily News?

Call 262-306-5040 or email
dailynews@conleynet.com.

GOOD KIDS ...

DoiING

Goob THINGS

SUPERCUTS

Linda McAlpine/Daily News

Slinger High School students Miranda Race left, 15, and Jayna Schmittinger, 17, along with 20-year-old Aaron
Murray, a student at Moraine Park technical College, join West Bend police officer Thomas Lichtensteiger on
Feb. 19 in a training room of the West Bend Police Department for a meeting of the department’s Explorer Post.
About 20 Washington County students are members of the Explorers Post. While giving students an up-close look
at police work, they also assist the agency, such as providing traffic control at community events.

HANDS-ON

EXPERIENCE

By LINDA MCALPINE
Daily News

While many teens spend
their spare time going to
movies, shopping, playing
video games or just hanging
out with friends, 16-year-old
Calli Stremski opts to use
hers to get some personal
experience in the career
field of her choice — law
enforcement.

Twice a month, Stremski,
a student at Living Word
Lutheran High School in
Jackson, joins more than
20 people age 14-21 at
the West Bend Police
Department for training as
members of the depart-
ment’s Explorer Post.

“I'joined the post a couple
of months ago because I
would like to be a police offi-
cer in New York City”
Stremski said, giving her
blue uniform shirt a last-
minute straightening before
entering the training room.

At a meeting last month,
Stremski and other mem-
bers spent a couple of hours
on a Thursday night learn-
ing about domestic abuse —
what it is, what it is not,
when can police make an
arrest and when they cannot
— through the use of a vari-
ety of scenarios.

“Our Explorers get a rare opportunity
to really see what police work is
liked. ... It also gives them a better
sense of how law enforcement and
the community works, making them
better citizens wherever they live”

— Lt. Micheal Hartwell
West Bend Police Department

The domestic abuse work-
shop was lead by West Bend
police officer Robert
Schotzko, who was a mem-
ber of the post from 2004 to
2010. He started his profes-
sional career as an officer
with the Fort Atkinson
Police Department before
being hired by West Bend
Police in 2011.

It’s common for a depart-
ment to hire a former
Explorer, said West Bend
Police  Department Lt.
Micheal Hartwell, and that’s
one reason the program
exists.

“Our Explorers get a rare
opportunity to really see
what police work is like,”
Hartwell said. “It’s a great
experience for them. Even if
they do not end up going
into some aspect of law

enforcement, they still learn
valuable skills, like team-
work, decision-making and
leadership. It also gives
them a better sense of how
law enforcement and the
community works, making
them better citizens wherev-
er they live.”

Evan Powers, 18, a stu-
dent at West Bend East High
School and a member of the
post for the past year, said he
decided he wanted to be a
police office after graduat-
ing from the D.A.RE.
program at Jackson
Elementary School.

“My experience as an
Explorer has helped me
make up my mind that law
enforcement is something I
really want to do,” Powers
said.

Aaron Murray,

20, of
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West Bend Police
Department’s
Explorer Post gives
young people a
taste of careers in
law enforcement

West Bend, credits his friend
Andrew Husar Martin, also
20, for introducing him to
the post two years ago.

“Andrew got me to join
but I've known since I was
like 3 years old that I wanted
to be a police officer,” said
Murray, who like Martin is
pursuing a career in crimi-
nal justice at Moraine Park
Technical College in West
Bend.

Martin said one of his
favorite parts of Explorer
training is working through
scenarios that are based on
actual situations offices are
called upon to deal with.

Hartwell said the train-
ing also includes ride alongs
with members of the West
Bend police Department so
the explorers get more than
just lessons on paper.

For some, it turns out to
be too much reality,
Hartwell said.

“This isn’t a program or a
career for everyone and we
do lose some students who
find out through the train-
ing and the ride alongs that
law enforcement work is
something they may not be
suited for,” Hartwell said.

For more information
about the Explorer Post,
visit www.westbendpolice
explorers.org.
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